Introduced by Council Member Bowman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter and R. Brown:
RESOLUTION 2017-204
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH FRANCIS COVELLA, JR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
throughout the country’s history, our military men and women have been sentinels at the gate, braving dangers,  often making the ultimate sacrifice, in defense of our country, our liberty and our way of life; and

WHEREAS,
Joseph Francis Covella, Jr., was a soldier’s soldier; for twenty years, from 1973 to his retirement in 1993, Joe Covella served his country proudly in the United States Marine Corps; and

WHEREAS,
sadly, Joe Covella passed away on January 24, 2017 after living a life fully devoted to his family, his country, community and to the uniformed men and women of our military, particularly the United States Marine Corps; and
WHEREAS,
born in Queens, New York on September 2, 1954, Mr. Covella graduated from Nathan Forrest High School in Jacksonville, Florida in 1973; he subsequently earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from George Mason University; and

WHEREAS,
Joe Covella’s military career began when he enlisted in the Marines in 1973 during the Vietnam War where he served in a multitude of capacities; he was involved in the invasion of Grenada in 1983 and in Beirut, Lebanon; he was a drill instructor at Paris Island and a Small Arms Weapons Instructor. For his distinguished service, he was awarded the Combat Action Ribbon with one star; as a member of the Marine Corp League, Mr. Covella served with distinction with the Jacksonville Detachment 059; he was an outstanding member of the Vietnam Veterans of America, Florida State Council, Chapter 1046, the Semper Fidelis Society; and
WHEREAS,
a generous, self-effacing man, Joe Covella had a big heart and gave of his time and energies to initiatives that helped others; he was a volunteer soccer coach, volunteered for the Shriners Senior Bowl, was a long-term volunteer of the Tournament Players Championship, and a veteran of the North Florida Football Association. He also worked tirelessly with the Jacksonville National Cemetery Support Committee;
 and

WHEREAS,
Joseph Francis Covella, Jr. was an outstanding citizen, valiant soldier, loving husband and father, role model and friend; he inspired many; his admirers were legion and he will be sorely missed by those who had the honor and pleasure of knowing him. The Council mourns his passing and celebrates his life; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The Jacksonville City Council does hereby mourn the passing and celebrate the life of Joseph Francis Covella, Jr. and extends its heartfelt condolences to his wife, Mary, children Kimberly, Bill and John and his mother, Evelyn. Semper Fi.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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